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May 2019 
Welcome to the May edition of the SIBELIUs 

newsletter. Please contact Nick if you have 

any thoughts or questions about the content 

in this edition. See the contact details and 

other useful links below. 

Living Planet Symposium, Milan  
One of the highlights of activity in May was 

the attendance by several SIBELIUs team 

members (as shown in the photo below) at 

the Living Planet Symposium held in Milan, 

Italy.  

 
SIBELIUs selfie. Anneley Hadland, Jack Lidgley, 
Dominic Flach, Filippo Contenta, Elbeg 
Nasanbat, Nick Walker. 

The European Space Agency’s Living Planet 

Symposium is one of the biggest Earth 

observation conferences in the world, so it 

was an excellent forum for the team to meet 

and discuss ideas with leading scientists from 

around the world.  

It was particularly useful for the SIBELIUs 

team to meet and discuss the topic of Open 

Data Cubes with the pioneers of the Data 

Cube concept from Geoscience Australia, 

CSIRO and CEOS.  

Open Data Cubes provide an efficient means 

for storing and accessing large volumes of 

satellite data and derived environmental 

products. However, an additional practical 

advantage of the concept is the open nature 

of its development. This means there is a 

community of scientists and software 

engineers, who make their algorithms 

available for free, and who are happy to 

answer questions from researchers who are 

just getting started working with Data Cubes. 

 
Filippo, Elbeg and Jack discussing Open Data 
Cubes with Paul Haesler from CSIRO, 
Australia's national science agency. 

A very important message that ran 

throughout the Living Planet Symposium was 

the importance of the role that satellite earth 

observation can play in monitoring the 

environmental changes resulting from climate 

change. Many other presentations were 

focused on using satellite data for seeking to 

find ways to provide greater resilience against 

the impact climate change will have on 

people’s lives. 

The importance of climate change, and how 

this has risen in the political agenda for many 

nations was highlighted by a speech at the 

opening session of the Symposium, by Jakob 

Blasel, from the Fridays for Future movement. 
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This movement has been encouraging 

students to skip school in a worldwide 

demonstration to protest against government 

inaction on climate change. Jakob had a very 

clear message, “Our generation is the most 

conscious about climate change as we will 

have to live with the consequences in the next 

decades. I’m one of the people who fears the 

future. In my view, world leaders do not take 

the climate crisis seriously.” 

 
Jakob Blasel, at the Symposium’s opening 
session, speaking about the young generation 
and climate change. 

SIBELIUs had two presentations at the 

Symposium. Jack Lidgley from eOsphere 

presented the Mongolian Data Cube. Showing 

how this can be used for monitoring 

rangelands using satellite earth observation 

imagery.  

 
Jack Lidgley’s presentation at the Symposium. 

Anneley Hadland from Deimos Space UK 

presented work on how machine learning 

techniques can help to detect Mongolian 

infrastructure in satellite data, such as roads, 

tracks, livestock shelters and gers.  

Both of the presentations attracted large 

audiences and many people afterwards 

remarked on how clear the presentations 

were and how interesting they thought the 

SIBELIUs project sounded. 

 
Anneley Hadland’s presentation at the 
Symposium. 

SIBELIUs Workshop 25-26 June  
The SIBELIUs Workshop will be held on 

Tuesday 25 and Wednesday 26 June 2019 at 

NAMEM’s main meeting room.  

The overall aim of the workshop is to make 

sure the SIBELIUs project will provide useful 

information to all the invited attendees. This 

will involve explaining progress, 

demonstrating products, listening to 

feedback, facilitating discussions and making 

plans. 

We have invited partners and stakeholders 

from a wide range of sectors, including the 

soum governors from the project’s three test 

sites.  

We are hiring a simultaneous translator for 

this event, so all attendees will have the 

opportunity to actively participate.  
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A herdsman in Delgerkhaan, Khenti province. Photo by Batbuyan Batjav.

 


